
To: Chair Cathy Osten, Chair Toni Walker, Vice Chair Joan Hartley, 
Vice Chair Tammy Exum, Vice Chair Corey Paris, Ranking Member Eric 
Berthel, Ranking Member Tammy Nuccio, and Distinguished Members 
of the Appropriations Committee 

  
From: Attorney Barbara J. Morelli 
  
Re: HB 6659 AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE 
BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2025, AND MAKING 
APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR. 
  
In regards to Proposed Bill 6659, I seek an INCREASE to the Assigned 
Counsel for the Division of Public Defender Services (DPDS) budget 
line.  I am a member of the Hartford Child Protection Attorney Panel.  I 
became a member of the panel in 2017 and after attending the 
mandatory training I began to receive case assignments in 2018.  I am 
now one of the most senior members of our panel as many attorneys 
have left for more lucrative positions with the Attorney General’s Office, 
the Department of Children and Families or even full-time employee 
positions as public defenders (with raises, bonuses and state benefits).  
The loss of experienced attorneys on the panel affects the other less 
experienced attorneys and the clients we serve alike.  Clients are 
assigned less experienced attorneys who work diligently on their behalf 
but do not have the support of experienced attorneys in this very 
specialized area of the law.  Child protection becomes a training ground 
for attorneys who then move to other positions because they cannot 
afford to support their families doing this type of work.  It is imperative 
that this bill passes so that we can retain qualified and experienced 
counsel to provide services to our indigent families. In addition, I support 
the written testimony submitted by the CBA Child Welfare and Juvenile 
Law Section.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Regards, 
Barbara J. Morelli 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 264 
Plantsville, CT 06479 
860-621-9995 

  
 

  



  


